


About 
The Great Platte River:

This comic book is designed to provide readers with a basic understanding 
of the workings of Platte River system, as well as its importance to humans and 
other species. It also serves to provide readers with a basic understanding of 

certain ecological concepts such as watersheds and groundwater movement, and 
why these things are so important to keep in mind when managing a river system. 
Though the target audience is children grades 6-8 living in the Platte River basin, 
this would be a good guide for anyone wishing to learn the basics of this important 

river system. When used with the included discussion questions, this comic 
matches to four Nebraska science standards and one Next Generation 

science standard for grades 6-8.

A Message From the Artist and Author, Kim Tri:

All of the artwork, writing, and design in this comic was done by myself, a Minnesota 
native who for years has had a passion for local watersheds in whatever area I 

happen to reside.  I was one of The Nature Conservancy’s Hubbard Fellows in 2015-
2016. The Hubbard Fellowship is a year-long position with The Nature Conservancy 
of Nebraska, designed to introduce aspiring conservationists to all aspects of what 
it means to work in conservation. A major part of the Fellowship is the design and 

implementation of an independent project. I created this comic for my independent 
project to explore my interest in artistic conservation outreach and spread my love for 

watersheds.  I hope you enjoy reading this comic as much as I enjoyed creating it!

The Hubbard Fellowship is based out of The Nature Conservancy’s Platte River 
Prairies Preserve in Wood River, Nebraska. It is a 3500-acre network of native and 
restored tallgrass prairie that includes several vibrant restored wetlands. It has hik-

ing trails which are open to the public year-round, as well as open house events held 
during the summer, the dates of which are announced at www.prairieecologist.com.   

More information on The Platte River Prairies Preserve can be found at 
www.nature.org/nebraska.















































Questions for Discussion:

If you were in charge of the Platte River, how might you balance the needs of •	
people and wildlife?

Describe the ways in which the Platte River is important to people•	 .

What do you think is the most important function of the Platte River?  Why?•	

Name three ways the Platte River looks different today than it did 200 years •	
ago, and what has caused these changes.

What do you think are the greatest challenges facing the Platte River today?•	

Diagram a simple aquatic food web for the Platte River•	 .

Name two positive and two negative impacts to Platte basin ecosystems as a •	
result of human actions.

What are the two sources of water to the Platte River, and how do the two af-•	
fect each other?

When managing and conserving a river such as the Platte, why is it important •	
to view it as an entire watershed?




